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ANGLERS ALERT	
Anglers are reminded that West Virginia law prohibits the 
release of fish or other aquatic organisms into public waters, 
unless a stocking permit is issued by the Division of Natural 
Resources. Stocking permits are not required for trout and 
black bass stocking provided that disease-free certifications 
are obtained prior to stocking, or if trout originate from a 
source within the state. A permit is not required for stocking 
native or established fish into privately owned ponds.

Moving live fish or other aquatic animals and plants from 
one body of water to another can cause long term damage 
to the ecological stability of lakes and streams and can 
threaten recreational fishing. Please take these precautions 
to prevent problems.

Please:
•	 do not move fish from one body of water to another
•	 drain live wells thoroughly before leaving an access area
•	 do not release live baitfish or aquarium fish into  

West Virginia’s waters
•	 remove all visible plants and animals from your boat, 

motor, trailer and nets before leaving an access area

By following these simple steps, anglers can help ensure 
West Virginia’s good fishing for future generations. For more 
information visit www.wvdnr.gov/Fishing/Anglers_Alert.
shtm.

CHANNEL CATFISH
Beech Fork, Bluestone, East Lynn, Burnsville, Stonecoal, Tygart, 
and Stonewall Jackson lakes; Kanawha, New, South Branch of 
the Potomac, and Ohio rivers. Most warmwater streams and 
state managed impoundments.

Best baits
Minnows, night crawlers, chicken livers and natural baits.

CRAPPIE
Bluestone, Burnsville, East Lynn, R.D. Bailey, Stonewall Jackson, 
Sutton, Summersville, and Tygart lakes; Ohio River backwaters.

Favorite baits
Minnows, jigs and minnow-imitating lures.

HYBRID STRIPED BASS
Kanawha and Ohio rivers; Beech Fork, Bluestone, East Lynn and 
R.D. Bailey lakes.

Best baits
White jigs, silver spoons, shad imitation lures and live minnows.

LARGEMOUTH BASS
Beech Fork, Bluestone, Burnsville, Cheat, East Lynn, R.D. Bailey, 
Stonewall Jackson and Sutton lakes; Ohio River; most farm 
ponds and state managed lakes.

Best baits
Minnows, night crawlers, crayfish, crankbaits, spinnerbaits, jigs, 
soft plastic and most top water lures.

MUSKY
Burnsville, North Bend Lake, Stonecoal, and Stonewall Jackson 
lakes; Buckhannon, Elk (downstream of Sutton), Gauley, 
Hughes, Little Kanawha, Monongahela, Mud, New, and West 
Fork rivers; Dunkard, Middle Island, Mill and Sandy creeks.

Favorite tackle and baits
Bait casting reels using lures imitating minnows; large spinners. 
Live creek chubs, suckers or large minnows are excellent bait.

SMALLMOUTH BASS
Summersville and Tygart Lakes; Cacapon, Elk, Greenbrier, Little 
Kanawha, New, South Branch of the Potomac, mainstream 
Potomac, Ohio and Shenandoah rivers

Favorite tackle and baits
Spinning tackle of medium-light and ultra-light weight using 
spinners and other artificial lures resembling minnows, 
night crawlers, hellgrammites, crayfish, crankbaits, jigs, and 
numerous soft plastic and topwater baits.

TROUT
Cranberry, Elk above Webster Springs, South Branch of the 
Potomac near Franklin, North Fork of the South Branch, Shavers 
Fork of Cheat and Williams rivers.

WALLEYE
Jennings Randolph, R.D. Bailey, Summersville, Stonecoal, and 
Tygart lakes; Elk and lower Gauley rivers; Kanawha, Monongahela 
and Ohio river dam tailwaters.

Best baits
Live minnows, night crawlers, jigs, minnow-imitating crankbaits 
and spinners.

WHITE BASS
Tygart Lake; Ohio, Kanawha and Monongahela rivers.

Best baits
Jigs, crankbaits, spinners, streamers and live minnows.

FISHING – Favorite Waters

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE FISHING AREAS
For more information on developed sites contact:

West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
Wildlife Resources Section
324 Fourth Avenue 
South Charleston, West Virginia 25303

(304) 558-2771 or www.wvdnr.gov


